
GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES
A subject that makes you THINK!



We study GCSE Religious Studies because:

1) We live in a diverse society: understanding 
religious beliefs, ideas and outlooks, means 
we can understand the world in which we live.

2) Skills: RS develops 
• communication skills
• evaluation skills
• research skills
• using evidence / logical thinking
• empathy

3) It is a subject which asks the ‘Big Questions’ in life.



Year 10 – Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity
and three thematic studies:

Relationships and families
Sex, marriage and divorce
Families and gender equality

Religion and life 
The origins and value of the universe
Abortion, euthanasia and animal testing

Religion, peace and conflict
Religion, violence, terrorism and war
Influences of religion and belief on war and 

peace in 21st century



Year 11 

Beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam

and one thematic studies 

Religion, crime and the causes of crime
Corporal punishment and death penalty.
Forgiveness; reasons for crime
Religion and punishment 



Assessment
GCSE Religious Studies
is assessed only by exam
– there is no coursework.

There are two exams at the 
end of Year 11. Each is 1 hour 
and 45 minutes long.



Some of the careers Religious Studies is useful for:

• Law

• Police 

• Army

• Medicine

• Business

• Media

• Other humanities subjects (eg psychology / sociology / politics)

(Former GCSE RS students are studying these subjects at top universities eg 
Cambridge, UCL, St. George's Medical School, Cardiff Medical School, 
Nottingham, Brunel)

Metropolitan Police Recruitment Officer:

“It shows that a person has some understanding 
of the beliefs and values of others.”

Cardiologist: “When you work in a hospital, 
you come across quite a  lot of people from 
varying backgrounds. Studying RS prepared 
me for this.”



Examples of the careers Religious Studies is useful for. 

CLICK ON THE IMAGE TO HEAR HER THOUGHGTS.

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/sena-my-future-my-career-my-re


Examples of the careers Religious Studies is useful for. 

CLICK ON THE IMAGE TO HEAR HIS THOUGHGTS.

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/arun-my-future-my-career-my-re


THINKING ABOUT………
GCSE Religious Studies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glQ37A-2EMo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glQ37A-2EMo

