Bl The Old Ma
PRESTON. ALUMNI ASSOCI
Ol d Manorians NEWSLETTER

Al umni Associati on

July 2015 Issue 2

Dear Alumni Members,

We had hoped to publish Issue 2 in January. However, as always, things have been very busy at
Preston Manor and we hope you will forgive the late publication of your Newsletter. This issue

contains pieces from afar; Israel, Australia and the USA. We also recently hosted a visit by Dr. Alan
Gilchrist who can be seen above pointing to himself in photograph taken in 1938, the year of
Preston Manor County School &s first ever intake
remembering his time here.

Other highlights in your newsletter include Alumni Profiles on Professor Emeritus Maurice Cohen,
James Marwood, Vincent Ruggiero, Sandi Robinson and David Woodcock. Mr. Peter Stevens re-
veals how the OM41 Group began and Minal Patel provides a review of the first ever WOW Talk to
take place in a UK school.

Sadly, we also report on the sad news of the passing of Jack Sadie and Adrian Clive Plummer, who
are fondly remembered and missed by all who knew them. Our thoughts and prayers are with
their families at this time.

We hope you enjoy Issue 2. Please pass on the Newsletter to other former Alumni and encourage
them to sign up to the Old Manorian Alumni Association through our website www.preston -
manor.com or at https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former -student/prestonmanor

With all good wishes.
\



http://www.preston-manor.com
http://www.preston-manor.com
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/prestonmanor
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Al umni Profi F@r cMlndn nGieldc hr i st

That Christmas he took us over to his church, and w
became friends with George Swidenbank, and we went
film 6Fantasiad, which | enjoyed immensely. On one
great hall was empty, except for | arge bundles of t
on both sides. But at the far end was the most maghn
the one in the Al bert Hal | . G. S. | as we called hi m,
of favourite musical pieces. Shortly afterwards, A
My young sister, Janet, was at the School for a sho
singing Longfellowds é6The Song of HTawhbobhabdasebmpan
course by Mr. Swidenbank. Most beauti ful

|l took part in other plays. One of them was Kar el C
the originator of the word 6Robot) . Produced by t
Woodbridge calling out fAWorkers of the World Unit
the climax to the play, together with one of our at
We wal ked sl owly across the stage, arm in arm, acco
background. ALook, Pri muso she said, Athe sun is sh
fell

I n the summer holiday of 1942, the School hel ped to
went to Chesham in Buckinghamshire, and were housed
We were split up into small groups and sent out to

each group cycled to the work. Derek Waters, Leon J
was wuphill all the way, which was a good thing, bec
al mosiwhferedet he whol e way home. Even some of the gir
sandwich lunches for those who spent all day at the
who came round the farm on horseback to supervise u
accent. We all got on well with him. The more senio
The younger ones received six pence an hour.

OQur first job, was to gather up the corn sheaves, a
machine pulled by aharrvaecdtoar. hHéhde motmbarmrei ved in Bri
stages. The sheaves were heavy, and we either picke
the twine. The | atter method soon made our Jinexper.
gloves which made the work more comfortable. Then w
t wel ve There would be a double | ine of four or fiwv
ot her , with two sheaves at each end. The stal ks wer
whol e arrangement designed to keep the rain off Th

Not far from Chesham, was an American Airforce Base
Americabds magnificent contribution to the war effor
the morning as we worked in the fields, and return

those flights otill |l ong after the war was over, wh
on TV. The Bbombeld btamkght, with 1000 bombebronrbaidds
during daylight. I f had known then what | |l earned
returned



The stooking was the hardest job I think, and it ro

the sheaves on to the farm carts. We used pitch r k

wor ker, who was an expert at arranging the sheavep i

pull ed home by the farm horses. There were two of|th

the way home. Then came the building of a corn rifk;

pertbés job, and he was very particular about how t

t wo machines; one resembled an old steam roll er, W h i

driving wheel on which a belt connected to the other

revolved at high speed At the top of this machinp t

sheaves were thrown on to the blades. Only the mopt

which entered the feeding gap meant instant amputpti

the corn being collected in sacks as it poured ouf.

strongest man on the farm up to the Il oft in a neafby

There were other jobs to do, especially when it wpgas

dirty, smelly, mucky job. We used pitch forks to mov

joined by Roy Gosling, 6Gozzobd There was a littlp a

them splashed the other with the dirty |iquid in |he

there was a |little battle going on, each trying tp p

to pretend they were just getting on with the job F

the bossodés satisfaction.

Mr Anderson had rented an adjacent farm, which cpnt

of ripe fruit. He encouraged us to eat of the frujt,

there was a cataclysm, and | had to dash to the tpil

few seats away. Eventually, we both came out toge}l he

greengages. 0

Mr . Bannister paid us a visit. He came along with{ hi

knew all the facts about having babies. We asked pJoh

mor ale, and for our relationship with the Head. Ffrom

school, he bheecaamee dwaarnnd fri endly. He was now known as
L

Towards the end of ARBARA JACOB

to dip the cattle, il

er things. There was

sl oping entrance an(

yell ow dipping fl ui

properly, one had t

push the animals th

clothing became spl @

and on one occasion

down in it. At this

appeared on the sce

I had dipped myself

Later on, when we wg

the following term,

account of our farm

cluding how | had di

amused the whole Sc

Towards the end of 1943, Leon and | |l eft the Schopl

He had developed a fine singing voice. He addressgd

youbdb, accompanied by G.S. on the piano.




Th

e origins of OM41 have been somewhat sho‘wer

of fered. Peter Stevens puts the matter right t h
HOW THE OM 41 GROUP BEGAN

BY PETER STEVENS

On the ewanungspp6embea gOBEP of about forty peolpl
Hal | of Preston Manor High School. Tr&w)lydd orne swhoind
now qu-oitTihnigs i s intended for those who entered the
Schools exams in 1946. The plan is to assemble f|lor
buffet supper with wine at 8.30pm and to finish Ry
attend together with half a dozen guests (Mr Snel| I,
will be A8.00 (buffet A5.50, sherry and wine A1.00
slip andAugustr nl dbylo86

This was a first time experience for those present,
a distance of some 400 miles away. My name i s P e t
Kingsbury, a rPMCI$ Psrteasrttoend Maatnor County School) in|19
exam while evacuated to Wiltshire. [ l eft in July
during the first year of compul sory peacetime Nafio
at Bristol, moved to Manchester where | met my wj| fe
drug making factory in Montrose, hal f way bet ween| Ab
I have | ived ever since.

My mother was stild]l at Kingsbury, so | kept in tpuc
went by | asked those stildl living in the Wembl gy
happened, so | decided to take action. I't hel ped| th
from schooldays onwards, and that from 1960 tonlkacg!lpms
wanted to buy. | am also obsessive about correct |da
I n my firstJaneutatreyit 19e8bt el Al am trying to arrange| a
PMCS on TuUbsdbhayemder 1941¢é. . I have abstracted apou
record of 1946 Gensereal.l $é6s.h.0Pllsassreesudnds g copy of | th
on the Iist.o0o The Pressman was the annual school ma
I't became apparent as replies weODMIs wweekved| yhan| mao
or two fellow pupils at most. Ol heaadr aams f & sbsoaenibptae fr i
di sband®@2iFmrtunately there stildl existed activg O
proved an essenti al l ine of communication. My | afst
OM friendships. We finally contacted 35 of the |70
exmembers of staff. As far as | was concerned thip w
However two yedbh's ®8@atneyr odn us met again asotl denbiclhoe
at an evenhy atrreenpeadmaster Mr P J Snell, who wrfot e
tenni s, cricket, hockey and netball mat ches bet wleen
staffeée.. I n the evening we are having a buffet/ bdgrb
A further celebration took place when a committel|e o
641 intakenRdthnei cenvSeartium gi'd9e& p2t8e mbent 19%% Century ([fTav
very close to the school and known as the Centur H
set of flats. Tbhbaootcasdobawwaesn whkestarted at t he| sc
Yet another more el aboratSat oeddNurlk8 idadng &tnoioske dp | bayc pH @
Andrea Berkeley, with an afternoon garden partyl a
Unfortunately | wa s6 0OlScahboloel tAmn na s/ted rscw atgh iast an Opéen
mer School in Yor k, having decided to take a five vy
a donation for the Millennium Maze 2000 fund and |r e




PETER STEVENS (continued)

ee hold one final reunion of ouB_beaeft

i 28" amwmaryl 1MW®bB a change of heart and wrote |} o

K&tiinSgptee

twice a year, in March and September,
onwards we gathered at Brunel Uni ver si

ecent term OM41 Group came fr om!
try never to make suggestion withbdanbeai

rl

tt

vance from everyone who responds é.partly to ajoic
de a remembrance of every individu®d%$ept emtddwres 8yak
uld not attend. Following the 1998 school gatheri
ns [
00

and exter
ty since

ersity. We were asked to make dat Rehagoaedsotfbéab ktnhoew I

nig29H@ ytp a o

I
another | etter 15 years after the first, this ti[lme
26"Septembeld 2@®K the opportunity to ask each of t
Manor whether they would be interested in contributd.i
al so offered to include remembrance of those in qur
My fpiorsstta | diast salbedBeoMar cwa20bktaded ABecause of theg wi
| i st manageabl e | have decided tl®38e#®9b50andi t ndo Vi 0
te_l ine® ©OMByY were naturally proud of their <carkper
families where | had no space for grandchil dren. I
fore we arrived, who had set t he standard for thle s
contai%hedr | ine entries, plus single |Iine entrieg foc
wice al ye

Al t hough | emailed Clive an updated |ist t
I

There were also a number of years when was unalbl e
me. 108™March 12096nt 24 | etters by email and post [as!|
clude their madmetomna.cnee atbiars2edt hi shaure¢ ook 0 @ h e r°duni
March) only went to 6 authorised four | ine email |ent
approval or biographic detail s.

Because of parking problems at Brunel, theFrliadsaty [l1Wo
201s3aw T%%nni vecedreprations at the school Il n 2014

handed over responsibility for the Old Manoriansl As
Manor .

My final el ectronliud yi @ thde nwternite soutofi nwhi ch 32 wernqe
direct to each OM. Sadly the deaths I ist had gropwn
tails submitted since 2001.

For reasons of space this has been a mainly facfjpua
attend a dozen times over the period | must emphasi
tributed to their success, but on far opne rnsyo nyaa @ rlBe vogw n bl
my | ocal cont act from the first reuni on onwards, an
Di xon was the key sporting contact in1986, and i r
Park to Brunel and back. Bob Tayl or and | have]| sh
University, marriage, working |lives and retirement.
formed my initial idea into a wide ranging and me m
years at PMCS during the war, and | someti mes wolnde
with an abstract from my OM entry

Stevens, PeyentPMQOQS albi@sl,Er | ebac h. RAFO0.Si Bmiad tso |1 9UrBI

53. Analytical Chemist, G|l &x0o Laboratories,

Mont rose




The OIld Manorians

Alumni Profile - Maurice Cohen
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My supervisor was Professor -BaalA. Rroouflessosnor FoRFS, A pphleine dR oMasteh tioc
group included many postdocs (mostly from overseas, some he
al | of them Oxbridge graduates), including chemists, math i c
graduate students and many postdocs, and we all |l earned btyi cekpe
audi ence with very varied backgrounds and interests.
In 1959, Prof Coulson encouraged me to apply for a vacant aspis
Bel fast (QUB) before my thesis was complete, but the adveepai ped
young PhD from Cambridge. However, QUB did offer me a Researt th
was required to teach one short | ecture course in my fkfret btugr m
now began to |l ecture at QUB withou any teacher training or pre
Just before | moved to QUB in September 1959, | was one ofr fngp |
us entertained Mr and Mrs Bannister to a celebratory Ol dsiMaapdi
a proud ne for the head. That was my | ast contact withg®MCS| un
I did help with several school pladys, kst aomnloyp skeawvlkantt agdée wd dda|ywio
evening performances. | was active in the chess c¢club, whMrch met
Jones, the senior Maths teacher, who introduced me to some open
At the beginningfof mmyesaecomndwsisxappointed one of twentyoschlowh
head girl (Marion Chaplin) and head boy (Walter Buckl ey) .erWe| we
occasionally a prefect read the biblical | esson at mormdogspfay
playgrounds during the various | esson breaks. Becausreodmditdu thip,t
was apparently the nastiest activity undertaken by my fello pr
Our only privilege was access to the remote p#tefmedtss 't arbtd emhre [@thd |
but we were forbidden its wuse during class hours. The | owerefoo
ferred to do our own homework there than in the spart ano rsacphpoaprl-
ently not having seen a coat of paint for several year sg.caWmpgdem
mi se; paint and brushes were provided byt etrhne hsoclhiodoay, paanidnrtw enrge rerea
was a great contribution to my own informal educati on, |&aobdattihwe
and friendly group for the rest of our school Il i ves.
Nonconformists, mainly Catholics and Jews (there were vermonf-pw
ing prayers at PMCS, so that over the four years | | earnedumfiny
fully played on the piano before and after morning assemblsy cpy
shortly after | | eft PMCS.
The formal | etter of the award of my State Scholarship arrivped
revisited the school not | ong ago, I was delighted t o osheael Imy| na
One random memory of PMCS is of Friday afternoons in the mw@arm p
aloud (to all who had time to waste!) some 'personal' lettdrp a
editors' sage replies!
Preston Manor Prefects 1952
Back row: Geoff Wilmott / Anne Schlatter/ ?Ron Sherwood/ Marion Chaplin/ ?J.Ingall/ Jim Marwood/ Brenda Pitt/ Dennis Bushell / AnneTrowles/ Maurice Cohen
Front: Walter Buckley/ Shirley Green/ Roger Tringham/ Janette Kay/ W.P.Bannister M.A / Percy Moss/ Lorna Stewart/ Sid Askew/ Glenys Schute
Maurice Cohen in 1952 at the end of back|ro




provided in the pages

Mar wood featured in |Issue 1 of the OIld
summer whilst in the UK visiting family
d classmates. A copy of a |l etter sent

t h

at foll ow.

Copy of letter e-mailed 21* Sept. 2-14 14 Hope Street,
New Town, Hobart
Tasmania 7008

Dear Daniel,

I hope I may redeem my failure to supply you with the promised essay (but it will come!) —
by sending you these reprints of two school magazines. Number one was the idea of Mr Kernutt, to
make something better than the rather scrappy little numbers that had appeared in previous years. He
called Roger Tringham and me into the Staff Room and set the task: a larger format, to include more
contributions from our fellows, something from each little club and society and of course, plenty of
sports results.

For me, 1952 was the great gift of a third year in the sixth form — a result of the demand for
places in medical schools. Most of them insisted on certain exam results, and by the time the end-of-
year results came out, they had no places left. I had the runs on the board in 1951, then came the extrd
year in sixth form before going up (to Birmingham University). It meant postponed wage-earning by a
year, but since newly-qualified doctors were required to work in a hospital for £5 a week, the loss was
not great. The gain was in personal development! I took Botany and Zoology as separate subjects, art
because I would be drawing and painting in spare time anyway, and Ordinary-level German. That had
to be via a tutor, whom I disliked, and though I survived a week’s solo hitch-hiking in Germany that
Easter, I scored very badly in the exam.

The annual play deserves a footnote. It was a privilege to be cast as Noah and wear the
costume last used by Laurence Olivier in the West End production, but the Christian Union objected
that it was blasphemous (the play, not the costume). Sheila Bagnall and the other staff members
involved fought hard for us, but our cautiously cultured and religiously orthodox Head was nervous.
The outcome was that performances were cut to just one. At that point I realised my mistake in getting
confirmed in the Anglican tradition and joined my fellow-editor to become a lifelong atheist.

From its birth, the Strebina (debating) Society showed a pronounced leftward bjgs, and we
were never quite sure whether our Hon. President ever spotted the anagram in the name.

Much of the Magazine’s success was due to Sheila Bagnall’s encouragement to us, to be
proper editors — to slash, burn and to some extent re-write the more incoherent contributions, while Mr
Kernutt shepherded the very limited budget and helped us squeeze in the illustrations. The typeset
printing of the time needed copper-etched halftone blocks for photographs, so they were quite costly (I
see I added a few highlights by hand!), but the printer accepted linocuts with success.

I wonder what became of that book I gave to the School Library in 1985! It is no small
paperback, but hard cover in the rather awkward format of 250x280mm. Oh well, if it ever gets
reprinted I’1l replace it A do have a few copies er, less well-produced book — Ways of Working,
so I’ll send you one of those instead. ¢ it in collaboration with five other photographers and the
Trades Unions. It’s not an i sive volume, but it’s an important record when several of the
industries were soon | ose dowﬁ

With all best wishes for you, for the Project, and for the School,
:/7 S £ ¢ -
¢/ y, &7 / 7/
S 2, e -

whate /'d—v/cafyt

ka /z/mﬂ

Z “’f ﬁ; Fﬁ / |

10




Pressman was p

S . Ji

The

m Mar woo
school

u
d
i

bl i shed ann

and

ot her s

s working t

11

at
are ref
resurrtr



