
Key Stage 2 
English and Maths Workshop 

Wednesday 12th October



Writing at PMLS

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Writing is based on core texts:

                  
                                                                          

The children write different genres based on these books. This is taught 
through a process of modelled and independent writing.







Supporting your child with writing 
Top tips:

• Make sure your child really understands the task before they begin.

• Remind your child to always include key grammatical features in their writing to maintain 
high expectations in writing. For example:

- capital letters
- full-stops

- paragraphs
- correct use of apostrophes

- commas

• Always encourage your child to proof-read their writing before they finish.



Supporting your child with handwriting 

Whenever your child is writing by hand, 
encourage them to think about their 

handwriting. 

Try to support your child by…
• encouraging them to sit correctly

• grip their pencil correctly

• helping them with the size of their letters

• encouraging them to think about where 
each letter sits on the line

• encouraging them to join their letters



You can make spelling tricky words more memorable using some fun 
techniques…

Supporting your child with spelling 



Helpful websites for writing

 
BBC bitesize KS2:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f 

Topmarks KS2:
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar 

Crickweb KS2:
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html


Reading at PMLS
Reading is taught daily in KS2 through Destination Reader. DR focuses on a 

key text each half-term and eight key reading skills:



Library books 
(the children can reserve library 

books via Access It)

Reading with your child at home

Banded home readers



Supporting your child with reading
Top tips:

• Encourage your child to find a calm, quiet environment to read.

• Walk through the book/ text with your child first, before they begin to read:

- read the title of the book/text and look at the front cover
- discuss what the book/text might be about

- look at the blurb together
- look at any pictures together

- identify any key words together

• Encourage your child to use a range of strategies when they find a word tricky.

• Focus on a range of reading skills with your child e.g. retrieval, inference and summarising skills 
when asking them questions about the book/text they’ve read.

• Encourage your child to always give evidence for their answers to reading questions. 



Reading difficult words
If your child gets stuck on a word, you could…

1. Ask them 
to use their 

sounds 
(phonics). 

2. Ask them to miss out the word, read the 
rest of the sentence and see if they can work 

out what it means.

3. Use picture 
clues to help

them

Revisit the word at 
the end of the 

reading session. 
Can your child 

remember what 
the word was?

4. Ask them to use 
their knowledge of 

prefixes and 
suffixes to help 

them break down 
the word.

5. Encourage them to use 
a dictionary to find the 
meaning of the word.



Children need to revisit new words lots of times to remember what 
they mean and how to use them.

Once your child has come across a new word…
- write the word down with its definition and stick it up around the 

house (perhaps in the kitchen/on the fridge)
- revisit the word the next hour, the next day, the next week etc until 

your child remembers it well
- use the new word as much as possible in everyday speech to help 

your child understand how to use it correctly.

Remembering new vocabulary



Helpful websites for reading

 BBC Bitesize:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f  

               Don’t forget Access It too!

https://uk.accessit.online/prs04/#!dashboard 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
https://uk.accessit.online/prs04/#!dashboard


Supporting your child with 
Maths at home 



What you say really matters. 
We didn’t do it like 
this when I was at 

school. Don’t worry. I 
wasn’t very good at 

Maths at school 
either. 

You’ll have to ask 
someone else. I’m 

terrible at fractions. 

Oh no – time for 
the dreaded Maths 

homework.  



Talking positively about Maths is proven to 
reduce Maths anxiety. 

Let’s try this 
together. 

Don’t give up. 
You’re doing really 

well and will get 
there. 

What can we use to 
help us? 

The best bit about 
Maths is finally 

working something 
out. 



Your child will experience Maths through concrete 
materials, pictures and written calculations. 



This is often the thing that parents find 
difficult to interpret. 

Remember the pictures are there to 
support the learning. Ask your child what 
they notice about the picture first. Count 
how many the picture represents then go 

from there. 



They will also learn to use reasoning to solve 
problems. Asking your child to explain how they 
know something is right or wrong really helps with 
this. 



Using everyday opportunities 
really helps.  



Times tables are key to many areas of maths.

Year 2 - 2s, 5s, 10s (more if they are ready).

Year 3 - Learn as many as you can. Start with 3, 6, 4, 
8, 11. Move on to 7, 9, 12 when your child is ready. 

Year 4 - Know them all as well as corresponding 
division facts. 
E.g. 4 x 8 = 32
       8 x 4 = 32
       32 ÷ 8 = 4
       32 ÷ 4 = 8
Times tables check (June).

Years 5 & 6 - applying their knowledge of times 
tables. 



Websites to support learning.       

These are websites which the school subscribes to. Your child has 
a login and password for each of them. 

TT Rockstars – this is a fun way to learn times tables. 
https://ttrockstars.com/

Purple Mash – there are lots of games and activities to support all 
areas of maths. 
https://www.purplemash.com/login/ 

These websites are free and fun to use. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/   

https://www.timestables.co.uk/  

https://www.education.com/games/math/ 

https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.purplemash.com/login/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
https://www.education.com/games/math/




Home Learning 

A combination of paper tasks and 
online learning after half term 
(atom learning). 

All children have logins. 

Tailored to each child’s needs. 



CGP Books



And finally…..


