
English Workshop – KS1



Writing is based on core texts:

   

The children write different genres based on these books. This is taught 
through a process of modelled and independent writing.

Writing at PMLS





Supporting your child with writing 

Top tips:

• Remind your child to use their sounds (phonics) to write words.

• Help your child to form sentences by saying the sentence out loud 
first, then writing it down.

• When they are ready, remind your child to include capital letters and 
full-stops in their sentences.

• Make sure your child really understands the task before they begin.



Supporting your child with handwriting 
Whenever your child is writing by 

hand, encourage them to think about 
their handwriting. 

Try to support your child by…
• encouraging them to sit correctly

• grip their pencil correctly
• helping them form letters correctly
• helping them with the size of their 

letters
• encouraging them to think about where 

each letter sits on the line



You can make spelling tricky words more memorable using some fun 
techniques…

Supporting your child with spelling 



Spelling and Handwriting Home Learning



Helpful websites for writing

 
BBC bitesize KS1:

KS1 English - BBC Bitesize

Topmarks KS1:
Key Stage 1 English - Topmarks Search

Purple Mash:
Purple Mash | Computing, Maths, English and more - 

2simple.com 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=9&AgeGroup=2
https://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
https://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/


Overview of Reading at the Lower School

Reception

Daily phonics 
practice

Daily Phonics lessons with the class 
teacher. Pupils are assessed each half 
term and placed in banded Phonics 

groups. Once they are reading green 
level books they join the Year 1 and 2 

Phonics groups in their Phonics 
sessions.



Overview of Reading at the Lower School

Key Stage 1

Daily phonics 
lessons

Phonetically 
decodable texts/ 

banded home readers

Guided Reading 
groups when 

children reach the 
green level



Across the school

Fortnightly access 
to the Lower 
School library

Daily home 
reading

Everybody 
Reads – first 10 
minutes after 

lunch



Before you begin to read:

Reading at home with your child

If it’s a new book…
• Ask your child why they 

chose the book.
• Talk about the front cover 

together.
• Read the blurb together.
• Make some predictions 

about what might happen in 
the book.

• If it’s a picture book, walk 
through the book together.

• Pick out any key words the 
children might need.

If you are continuing a 
book…
• Find the page you read 

up to last time.

• Ask your child to 
summarise what’s 
happened in the book so 
far.

• Ask questions about the 
book so far.

• Make predictions about 
what might happen next.

Setting a time/page target can really help more reluctant readers.



Whilst reading:

• Give lots of positive encouragement!

• Ask a range of questions about the 
book.

• Pause on pages to give the children 
time to look at the pictures and 
discuss the book with you.

• Encourage your child to use a range 
of strategies to read words they 
don’t know.



Reading difficult words
If your child gets stuck on a word, you could…

1. Ask them to 
use their 
sounds 

(phonics). 

2. Ask them to miss out the word, read 
the rest of the sentence and see if they 

can work out what it means.

3. Use picture 
clues to help

them

Revisit the word at 
the end of the 

reading session. 
Can your child 

remember what 
the word was?

4. Ask them to 
use their 

knowledge of 
prefixes and 

suffixes to help 
them break down 

the word.

5. Encourage them to 
use a dictionary to 

find the meaning of 
the word.



After reading:

•Praise your child
•Show your child that you enjoyed reading with them!
•Talk about what you just read.

If your child came across a tricky new word…
- write the word down with its definition and stick it up 

around the house (perhaps in the kitchen/on the fridge)
- revisit the word the next hour, the next day, the next 

week etc until your child remembers it well
- use the new word as much as possible in everyday speech 

to help your child understand how to use it correctly.



Top tips!
• Try to find time to read every day with your child.

• Encourage your child to find a calm, quiet environment to read.

• Encourage your child to use a range of strategies when they find a word 
tricky.

• Focus on a range of reading skills with your child e.g. retrieval, inference 
and summarising skills when asking them questions about the book/text 

they’ve read.

• Visit the library!

• Talk about books together.



Helpful websites for reading

Free online books/audio stories:
https://bookdash.org/books/ 

Storybooks and games | BookTrust 
Library - Storyline Online 

 Phonics:
Teach Your Monster 

Phonics - letter sounds - Early years English - BBC Bitesize 
Phase 2 phonics - KS1 English - BBC Bitesize 

Phonics - digraphs and trigraphs - Early years English - BBC Bitesize 

Phonics blog:
How can I support my child with phonics? - Oxford Owl for Home 

https://bookdash.org/books/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
https://storylineonline.net/library/
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7tr96f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2yf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2hckty
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/how-can-i-support-my-child-with-phonics/


Oracy
We want our children to speak and hear good 
Standard English.





There are 4 stands of Oracy




