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History – Walter Tull and Jayaben Desai 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Autumn 2 Project 
Our next topic is all about 
Walter Tull and Jayaben 
Desai. We would love for 
you to do some research 
about them. Feel free to be 
as creative as you wish 
with this. Please complete 
this and hand them in by 
Tuesday 4th November. 
Your project could include: 

 Maps, drawing, 
labels, find facts, 
making your own 
booklet, models, art 
and any other 
creative ways you 
want to showcase 
your project.   

  
Your fact file can be on a 
PowerPoint, video, booklet, 
or you can be creative and 
come up with your own 
ideas on how to put 
together your project.  
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She organised with other workers to go on strike. 

Grunwick challenges the stereotype of South Asian 

women as passive. In recognition of her contribution 

to the struggle, Jayaben was awarded with a gold 

medal. 

Jayaben Desai was born in 1933 in Gujarat, India. 

She migrated to Tanzania with her husband and 

joined many other Indians recruited by the British to 

work on the railways. 

After many African counties gained independence from 

Britain, many Asians needed to seek refuge or choose to 

come to their colonial ‘motherland’ as they had British 

passports.  

Jayaben came to the UK in 1967. She took up low 

paid factory work in Grunwick photographic film-

processing plant in London. Workers there felt they 

have few rights and poor working conditions. They 

had to get permission to go to the toilet and they 

could be sacked without notice if they didn’t.  


