
The Vikings
Knowledge Organiser Year 5 - Autumn 2 2026

Who were the Vikings?
The Vikings were people from Scandinavia — mainly modern-day 

Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

They were skilled:

•  Warriors

•  Sailors and explorers

•  Farmers

•  Traders

•  Craftspeople

The Vikings began raiding Britain in the late 8th century. Some 

came to raid and steal, while others eventually settled and 

farmed.

 Why did the Vikings come to Britain?

There was not just one reason.

 Wealth

Monasteries contained valuable objects such as gold, silver, jewellery and religious treasures. They were tempting 

targets for raiders.

 Land

Some Vikings wanted land to farm and settle because there was limited farmland in parts of Scandinavia.

 Settlement

Some Vikings came to Britain to make a new home rather than simply raid.

 Trade

Vikings were excellent traders. Britain offered opportunities to trade goods and make money.

 Power and adventure

Some Viking leaders wanted wealth, fame and power. Successful warriors could gain status and followers.

 Better ships

Viking ships allowed people to travel quickly across the North Sea and along Britain's rivers.



Home learning task: Create a project 

about the Vikings. It can be a model, 

research, a fact file, a poster or an 

information leaflet.

Bring your project to school on Monday 

2nd November.
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