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? There was not just one reason.

& Wealth

The Vikings were people from Scandinavia — mainly modern-day

Monasteries contained valuable ob jects such as gold, silver, jewellery and religious treasures. They were tempting
Denmark, Norway and Sweden..

targets for raiders.

They were skilled.:

v, Land
J 4 Warriors Some Vikings wanted land to farm and settle because there was limited farmland in parts of Scandinavia.
. s Sailors and explorers &> Settlement
. \, Farmers Some Vikings came to Britain to make a new home rather than simply raid.
. & Traders & Trade

\/Lkmgs were excellent traders. Britain offered opportunities to trade 9ood.s and make money.

. N\ Craftspeople

% Power and adventure

The Vikings began raiding Britain in the late 8th century. Some
i . Some \/Lkmg leaders wanted wealth, fame and power-. Successful warriors could gain status and followers.
came to raid and steal, while others eventually settled and

farmed. = Better ships

\/LkLng sths allowed people to travel quttcklg across the North Sea and along Britain's rivers.
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(__Donelaw | Vocahulary
Vikings were largely from Denmark, Norway and

Sweden. Over a period of around 100 years the
Vikings invaded large parts of

To make the
journey from

Word Meaning
archaeologist | someone who {inds items

Sgg?&rek&ezomlgy northern England but there were Lrﬁﬁttﬁhﬂi“ﬁffﬁrﬁhg
’ large areas in the south (Wessex) : : :
iki chieftain the leader of a tribe or
VtkLngs had to that they never managed to ft mmmun[tgj
S eha invade. By 884AD an agreement conquer to invade and take over a
treacherous was signed so that the Vikings place
journey across the could rule over “Danelaw” in the Danelaw an area in the north of
North Sea. | north of England. 'E"I: ll:lmﬁd ruled by the
They were expert g
boat builders. . - N\ invaders penplI:: urhnduttuck uﬁd try
We know what their g= Impartunt P wple }:Eﬂ;;l: and from other
boats looked like kingdom an area ruled by a king or
from examples that &8 King Alfred—Ki W 871AD queen
archaeologists have (RS s —lng e Wessiex il myth an ancient story or set of
discovered. §99AP. Defended Wessex from Viking Emr[m;' .ESPEEE;IHH "
Lnvaston. explaining the early history
. / Athelstan—First king to unite the English of a group of people
kingdoms in 927AD. raiders fekuple f‘h:‘rri]zut }geﬁuf'hrdthm
. A . OrRe whna nd awa
Home lwrning task: Create a pro J'ect Guthru!n—ng of the Vlkl.ngs in Danelaw it o e Y
at the time of the treaty with the Saxons. ines the symbols used as letters
about the Vikings. It can be a model, King Canute—King of England, Denmark of the Viking alphabet
h £ il and Norway between 1028AD and 1035AD. settloment a place where people
research, a fact tile, a POSW or an Edward the Confessor—penultimate Saxon establish a community
. . King of England (before Harold II who lost society the people who live in a_
information leaflet. at the Battle of Hastings) place and their way of life
‘ L ¥ % = 3 tribe a group of people who
Bring your- project to school on Monday A T T 111 belong to the same culture
2’4 N ) P Wessex En l'.llrEﬂ'[.i in Thde guutf_l: u}[ l
avzmben ngland ruled by the Anglo
-Saxons
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