


Welcome to Theatre Studies A’ Level at 

Preston Manor. 

This is an exciting, rigorous and 

creative course which will challenge you 

to learn about the theatre of the past in 

order to create your own theatre. 

Theatre A’Level is not all practical and it 

will require critical thinking, creative 

bravery, passion, poetic appreciation, 

essay writing skills and it is extremely 

hard work! 

If that makes you excited then…

Your journey begins here!

“In today’s world 

creativity is as 

important as 

literacy”

― Ken Robinson



Write A Personal Statement of Intent.
It is important that you write a brief, but concise paragraph explaining your reasons for taking the 
course in the space below. Please ensure that this paragraph is handwritten. Please sign off as you 
would a letter. Include any influences, experience or interests you may have. Please include any dance, 
singing or musical training you’ve done or strengths you consider yourself to have. No need to be shy 
and remember to put your name on this page. Bring it to your first lesson to hand in to your teacher. 



What will I be doing? The course in a 
nut -shell

1. Devising & Performing – You will create your own 
work, in groups. This will require lots of honesty, 
bravery and time. You will be required to rehearse 
after school as a matter of course. You can not get a 
good grade without putting in lots of practical 
homework time.

2. Analysing and exploring two performance texts.

3. Seeing Live Theatre and learning how to evaluate its 
production values and impact on the audience.

4. You will explore, rehearse and perform a monologue 
or duologue and group piece for an examiner.



Summer Task
Facebook Theatre Practitioners.

1. Read through the list Theatre Practitioners and the outline describing the 
main features of their work or achievements.

2. Choose one and create a Pinterest display board that includes more detail 
than the facebookpage information included in this document.

3. Bring this to your first lesson and be prepared to talk about what you found 
interesting about that practitioner and why. 
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Constantin Stanislavski

Information

Friends

Last updated: 10hrs ago

View videos

Older posts

4th Wall

Recent Activity

To be attentive and to appear attentive are 

two different things

Ads

Groups

You must not copy passions or types. You must 

live in the passions and in the types. Your acting of 

them must grow out of your living in them.

Magic IF Given Circumstances Circle of Attention

Moscow Art Theatre
Marlon 

Brando

Daniel 

Day 

Lewis

Heath 

Ledger

Networks: Russia

Birthday: 5th January 1863

Died: 7th August 1938

In a relationship: Maria Lilina
Talent without work is nothing more than 

raw unfinished material. 
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Edward Gordon Craig

Information

Friends

Last updated: 9hrs ago

View videos

Older posts

Wall

Recent Activity

Dancing, pantomime, marionettes, masks; 

these things so vital to the ancients , all 

essential parts of their respected art of the 

theatre at one time or another, have now 

been turned into a jest.

It is paltry in theatrical folk, over-

comfortable in their day of success, to 

challenge the right of the younger brains 

to wake up the theatre if they can.

Ads

Groups

An idea that doesn't pay has not yet been 

discovered. If you cannot make it pay, that but 

reveals your ignorance of how to handle it.

Pioneered Modern Stage Lighting Designing Stage Flats

David 

Belasco

Adolph 

Appia

Ken 

Billington

Networks: UK

Birthday:16th January 1872

Died: 29th July 1966

In a relationship: May Gibson; 

Elenor Meo; Isadora Duncan

Symbolists
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Antonin Artaud

Information

Friends

Last updated: 8hrs ago

View videos

Older posts

Wall

Recent Activity

The audience will believe in the illusion 

of theatre on condition they really take it 

for a dream

satisfy the senses

Ads

Groups

A real stage play disturbs our piece of mind, 

releases our repressed subconscious, drives us to 

a kind of potential rebellion.

Balinese Dance
Peter 

Brook

Gaspar 

Noe

Networks: France

Birthday: 4th September 1896

Died: 4th March 1948

Alfred 

Jarry

Explored Idea of Surround Sound Theatre of Cruelty
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Bertolt Brecht

Information

Friends

Last updated: 7hrs ago

View videos

Older posts

Wall
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The theatre has to become geared into 

reality if it is to be in a position to turn out 

effective representations of reality.

Let us treat the theatre as a place of 

entertainment.

Ads

Groups

The new alienations (verfremdungs) are only 

designed to free socially-conditioned phenomena 

from the stamp of familiarity which protects them 

against our grasp today.

Gestus Verfremdungseffekt Epic Theatre

Berliner Ensemble
Michael 

Haneke

Erwin 

Piscator

Deborah 

Warner

Networks: Germany, USA

Birthday:10th Febuary 1898

Died: 14th August 1956

In a relationship: Helene Weigel
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Joan Littlewood

Information

Friends

Last updated: 6hrs ago

View videos

Older posts

Wall

Recent Activity

Theatre shouldn't be something you pay 

for, it should be free, like air or water or 

love.

Once upon a time the London theatre 

was a charming mirror held up to 

coziness. Then came Joan Littlewood, 

smashing the glass, blasting the walls, 

letting the wind of life blow in a rough but 

ready world.

Ads

Groups

It is through collaboration that the knockabout art 

of the theatre survives and kicks. No one mind or 

imagination can foresee what a play will become. 

Only a company of artists can reflect the genius of 

a people in a complex day and age.

Improvisation Invented the ‘workshop’

Bertolt 

Brecht

Max 

Stafford -

Clark

Theatre Workshop

Theatre Royal, 

Stratford

Networks: UK

Birthday: 6th October 1914

Died: 20th September 2002

In a relationship: Gerry Raffles

Peter 

Brook
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Jacques Lecoq

Information

Friends

Last updated: 5hrs ago

View videos
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Wall
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I discovered masked performance and 

Japanese Noh theatre, both of which 

have had a powerful influence on me.

The purpose of the journey is the journey 

itself.

Ads

Groups

But miming is a fundamental human action, a 

childhood action: Children mime the world in order 

to understand it and to prepare themselves to live 

in it. Theatre is a game which merely extends this 

action in different ways.

Neutral Mask Teaching

Jerzy 

Grotowski

Steven 

Berkoff

Simon 

McBurney

Networks: France

Birthday: 15th December 1921

Died: 19th January 1999

In a relationship: Fay Lecoq

L’Ecole Internationale 

de Theatre Jacques 

Lecoq
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Peter Brook

Information

Friends

Last updated: 4hrs ago

View videos

Older posts

Wall
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So we cannot assume that the audience 

will assemble devoutly and attentively. It 

is up to us to capture its attention and 

compel its belief. 

Truth in the theatre is always on the 

move.

Ads

Groups

The model, as always, is Shakespeare. His aim 

continually is holy, metaphysical, yet he never 

makes the mistake of staying too long on the 

highest plane. He knew how hard it is for us to 

keep company with the absolute - so he 

continually bumps us down to earth.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream Marat/Sade

Joan 

Littlewood

Antonin 

Artaud

Jerzy 

Grotowski

Networks: UK

Birthday: 21st March 1925

International Centre 

for Theatre 

Research

Royal Shakespeare 

Company
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Augusto Boal

Information

Friends

Last updated: 3hrs ago

View videos
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Wall

Recent Activity

Unlike the dogmatic political theatre of the 

1960s, which told people what to do, we 

now ask them what they want.

To know and to transform - that is our 

goal.

Ads

Groups

Observing itself, the human being perceives what 

it is, discovers what it is not and imagines what it 

could become. It perceives where it is and where it 

is not, and imagines where it could go.

Forum Theatre

Paulo 

Freire

Bertolt 

Brecht

Networks: Brazil

Birthday: 16th March 1931

Died: 2nd May 2009

In a relationship: Cecilia Boal

Theatre of the 

Oppressed

Legislative TheatreInvisible Theatre

Joan 

Littlewood
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Jerzy Grotowski

Information

Friends

Last updated: 2hrs ago

View videos
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Wall
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No-one since Stanislavski, has investigated the 

nature of acting, its phenomenon, its meaning, 

the nature and science of its mental-physical-

emotional processes as deeply and completely 

as Grotowski.

We have resigned from the stage-and-

auditorium plant: for each production, a new 

space is designed for the actors and spectators. 

The essential concern is finding the proper 

spectator-actor relationship for each type of 

performance and embodying the decision in 

physical arrangements.

Ads

Groups

The acceptance of poverty in theatre, stripped of all that is 

not essential to it, revealed to us not only the backbone of 

the medium, but also the deep riches which lie in the very 

nature of the art-form.

Plastique Exercises Corporeal Exercises

Thomas 

Richards

Peter 

Brook
Jacques 

Lecoq

Networks: Poland

Birthday: 11th August 1933

Died: 14th January 1999

Theatre Laboratory
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Steven Berkoff

Information

Friends

Last updated: 1hr ago

View videos
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Wall
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The theatre seemed to want to claw back 

its ritualistic origins.

[Lecoq’s] techniques gave me the 

opportunity to invent ways of presenting 

works whereby all elements of the human 

being are brought into motion.

Ads

Groups

I revelled in the primal emotions and classic 

tragedy that might make for a theatre directed at 

the audience’s senses as well as their minds.

Total Theatre Physical Theatre

Franz 

Kafka

Jacques 

Lecoq
Bertolt 

Brecht

Networks: UK

Birthday: 3rd August 1937

In a relationship: Clara Fisher

L’Ecole Internationale 

de Theatre Jacques 

Lecoq


